Thornapple Center for Biblical Studies

Application

Personal Information

Name:  ______________________________________________________
Address:  ____________________________________________________
City/County:  ______________________  State/Province:  ______   Zip Code: __________
Country / Citizenship:  __________

Telephone: (      ) ________________          E-mail:  _______________________________
Gender (M/F):  _______    Married or Single: _________

Registration Fee:  _________ ($30.00)
Academic Information

Level of Education:  

High School Diploma: Yes ___  No ___ (You must have High School Diploma to be accepted)

College: Yes ___ No ___   Do you have a degree?  ________    Graduate Level: Yes ___ No ___

If you have degree(s) explain from where and what type of degree(s):   
______________________________________________________________________________
With this application form you must submit two recommendation forms and a personal statement of faith giving your testimony. 

Those who use the English language as a second language must demonstrate proficiency in English in order to complete the course of study. This will be accomplished by the submission of the theological essay due at the beginning of the application process.

Please sign below and return all forms to:

Thornapple Center for Biblical Studies 
P.O. Box 888862

Grand Rapids, MI 49588-8862 USA

________________________________________       __________________



Signed



              Date
Personal Statement of Faith in Christ

(Describe your conversion and current commitment to Christ)



























Personal Recommendation

(Return with Application Packet)

Name:  ___________________________________________________

Address:  _________________________________________________
City/County:  ___________________  State/Province: _________  Zip Code:___________  

Country:  _______________

Church/Ministry Name: ____________________      Position:  ____________________

Do you recommend the applicant to the Thornapple Center for Biblical Studies? Explain


















Personal Recommendation

(Return with Application Packet)

Name:  ___________________________________________________


Address:  _________________________________________________
City/County:  ___________________  State/Province: _________  Zip Code:___________  

Country:  _______________


Church/Ministry Name: ____________________      Position:  ____________________

Do you recommend the applicant to the Thornapple Center for Biblical Studies? Explain


















Thornapple Center for Biblical Studies

Individual Courses

(  )  Christian Foundations

(  )  Evangelism and Discipleship

(   )  Christian Worldview

(   )  Introduction to the Old Testament 
(   )  Introduction to the New Testament
(   )  Introduction to Theology

(   )  Leadership Development 

Each study course is available for a cost of $200.00 and does not include the textbook material. A course bibliography is provided with each subject along with the required textbook. Each study course requires 3 months commitment. 

One Year Program

Includes the following courses:

(   ) Introduction to Doctrine and Theology

(   )  Introduction to Biblical Interpretation

(   )  Introduction to the History of Christianity 

(   )  Introduction to Old and New Testaments

The completion of the one-year program leads to a certificate through Thornapple Center. Total cost of the program is $1,500 and does not include the text book material. The one-year program involves 12 months of concentrated study. Each applicant must give evidence of academic ability by providing a 1500 word essay covering an agreed upon theological topic with the director. 

Course Descriptions

Individual Courses

Christian Foundations

This course explores the basic doctrines related to redemption, growth, and maturity in the Christian life. This course includes the study of Justification, Sanctification, Baptism, Life in Christ, the Church in Community, and Glorification. 


Evangelism and Discipleship 

This course covers the basics of outreach and evangelism along with the skills necessary to communicate the gospel to individuals. The importance of discipleship in relationship to evangelism is also explored in this course. A brief overview of contemporary world views and how they shape individuals and their understanding of life are equally investigated. 

Christian Worldview

This course offers an in depth investigation of the necessary components needed for a Christian world and life view. This study will also cover the worldviews that emerge in major contemporary thought and world religions. Modern and post modern thought trends will also be examined in the light of a biblical worldview. 

Introduction to the Old Testament

This course will introduce the 39 books of the Old Testament. Issues related to authorship, history, purpose, literary structure, and theological themes will be studied in each of the 39 books of the Old Testament. An emphasis on how each book relates to the New Testament will also be examined. 


Introduction to the New Testament

This course will introduce the 27 books of the New Testament. Issues related to authorship, history, purpose, literary structure, and theological themes will be studied in each of the 27 books of the New Testament. 


Introduction to Theology

This course of study covers the most important components of the study of theology including, the doctrine of Revelation, the doctrine of God, the doctrine of Christ, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, as well as, Scripture, Redemption, and Eschatology. Historical and contemporary issues will also be briefly explored. 


Leadership Development

This introductory course will assist students in areas of their ministry life that need further development and attention. Students may choose to work on their preaching and communication skills, develop a better understanding of the nature of Christian leadership, or focus on their own spiritual formation in order to better serve the church and the kingdom of God. Students may also desire to design an area of self study in consultation with the director of the Study Center. 
One Year Program

Introduction to Doctrine and Theology

This course is designed to take the student into a detailed study of the major doctrines of Scripture including the development of theology through the history of the church. Components of the study of theology includes the doctrine of Revelation, the doctrine of God, the doctrine of Christ, the doctrine of the Holy Spirit, as well as, Scripture, Redemption, and Eschatology. These doctrines will be examined from a biblical and historical perspective. 

Introduction to Biblical Interpretation
The communication of God’s word is the focus of this course of study. Students will learn the principles of biblical exegesis and hermeneutics in order to become effective preachers and teachers of the Bible. This course will also cover the historical development of understanding the Scriptures as well as contemporary issues facing the church today. 

Introduction to the History of Christianity 

This course is divided up into two major periods of the history of Christianity. In the first section the student will learn about the Early Church through to the Protestant Reformation of the 16th century. The second period of study will cover the Reformation through to the Modern Church. 


Introduction to the Old and New Testaments
In this course a detailed study of the books of both the Old Testament and New Testament will be examined. In depth issues related to authorship, history, purpose, literary structure, and theological themes will be studied. Attention will be given to the way different schools of thought have approached the study of each book and its place in the Canon of Scripture. A history of the way the Bible has been put together will also be studied. 
A Complete Book List is Available for Each Course Upon Request
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